
Alfreda Pearl Routh
November 14, 1923 - February 14, 2015

Alfreda Pearl Routh, daughter of the late Clarence Arthur and Grace Elmyre
(McKinnon) Helms, was born November 14, 1923 in Crocker, Missouri where
she grew up and graduated from Crocker High School. 

 

While in high school, Alfreda met the love of her life, her classmate, James
Edward Routh. They were united in marriage on July 26, 1942 and were
blessed with three children: Jimmy, Phyllis, and David. 

 

Immediately after their marriage, James was drafted and entered into the
United States Army to serve during World War II and Alfreda stayed in
Crocker while James was away. 

 

At an early age, Alfreda accepted Jesus Christ as her Savior and was
baptized. She was currently a member of the Crocker Assembly of God
Church. 

 

For a short time, Alfreda worked in the local laundry, but she had a calling on
her life and she served as a pastor’s wife for 65 years. After being discharged
from the military, James and Alfreda pastored several churches: Morrisville
Assembly of God, Crocker Assembly of God, Rolla Assembly of God, St.
Robert Assembly of God (which James started and pastored for 32 years),
Blythesville, AR, Corning, AR, Central Assembly in St. Louis, and Richland



Assembly of God. Pastor Routh would introduce Alfreda as the “Queen of the
Parsonage”. 

 

Alfreda served in various places in the church as needed like pastors’ wives
do. She would play the piano, teach Sunday School, be in charge of the music
department, serve in the nursery and also served as President of the
Women’s Missionary Team. 

 

In her spare time, Alfreda loved to travel. She enjoyed seeing the different
places they were able to visit. She was talented at quilting and sewing and
liked to give things away that she had made. Alfreda was also a great cook
and loved serving others, especially at church socials. 

 

Alfreda went home to be with her Lord Saturday, Feb. 14, 2015, in Marshall
County Hospice of Albertville, Alabama having attained the age of 91 years. 

 

Alfreda leaves to cherish her memory, her husband, James of the home; two
sons, Jimmy Routh (Linda) of Dixon, MO, David Routh (Shirley) of
Guntersville, AL, one daughter, Phyllis Fritzel (Robert) of Guntersville, AL; six
grandchildren, Janice Rujawitz, Jennifer Bailey, Robin Smiley, Wendy
Holcombe, Daren Routh and Christopher Routh; fifteen great-grandchildren;
three brothers, Joseph Helms (Audrey) of Downey, CA, Arthur Helms
(Barbara) of Crocker, MO, and Albert Helms of Lebanon, MO; two sisters,
Veda Holeyfield of Princeton, LA and Mary Ann Gelvin (Ken) of Bonnet Mills,
MO; a number of nieces and nephews; as well as a host of other relatives and
friends. 

 

In addition to her parents, Alfreda was preceded in death by one sister, Louise
Anderson and one brother, David Lee Helms. 

 

Services were held at 12:00 p.m. Friday, February 20, 2015 in the Crocker



Assembly of God Church of Crocker, Missouri with Rev. Danny Kemp
officiating. Pastor Mike Davis and family friend Vernon Henson recalled their
wonderful memories of Alfreda. Mr. Henson also sang “If You Could See
Where I Am Now” and Becky Lercher sang “In the Garden”, “Where We’ll
Never Grow Old” and “I’ll Meet You in the Morning”. Serving as escorts were
Christopher Routh, Daren Routh, Justin Rujawitz, Joey Rujawitz, George
Smiley and Brian Holcombe. 

 

Burial followed in the Missouri Veterans Cemetery of Waynesville, Missouri.
Services were under the direction of Memorial Chapels and Crematory of
Waynesville / St. Robert.



Cemetery Details

Missouri Veterans Cemetery - Fort Leonard Wood

25350 Hwy H
Waynesville, MO 65583

Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 19. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville/St. Robert
202 Historic 66 W.
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com

Service

FEB 20. 12:00 PM (CT)

Crocker Assembly of God
16642 Hwy 17 

 PO Box 487
Crocker, MO 65452

mailto:memorialchapels@embarqmail.com
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January 28, 2023 at 06:53 AM

Alfreda Pearl Routh

bonnie ashworth-lawley - February 21, 2015 at 08:58 AM

Our sympathy to the family of Sister Routh. We attended St. Robert
Assembly of God when they pastored there & my husband was
stationed at Ft. Wood. We remember so well when Sister Routh
would lead singing and especially the song " They Come From the
East & West, They Come From Lands Afar" and that was what
immediately came to our minds when we learned of her home
going. That was such an appropriate song for the congregation of
people from all over the nation! 

  
A wonderful woman of God--home at last! 

  
Blessings and comfort to all those who remain. The Lawleys (fred &
Bonnie)

Tiffannie - February 17, 2015 at 10:55 AM

We send our deepest sympathies to Freda's family. She was such a
thoughtful and caring person. She will be missed by all who knew
her. May her family have peace during this difficult time. 
The McDaniel Family 

 Kenneth, Dalene, Kim, Kasondra, Kristie, Amanda, and Tiffannie
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Krystal Murphy - February 17, 2015 at 09:44 AM

Krystal Murphy lit a candle in memory of
Alfreda Pearl Routh
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Krystal Murphy - February 17, 2015 at 09:46 AM

Mz. Alfreda, you and your husband were a joy to visit on the Oats
bus...I know you are rejoicing in the presence of Our Father God! Your
family is in my prayers for comfort. I'll be seeing you soon! Love and
miss you so much already! :)

MARLIN STEVENS - February 17, 2015 at 08:33 AM

PRAYERS GO OUT TO FAMILY AND LOVED
ONES.

 MARLIN STEVENS


