Benjamin Simmons
March 11, 1927 - July 6, 2011

Benjamin Simmons was born on March 11, 1927 in Fluker, Louisiana, to the
late Sandy and Ellen Simmons. He departed this life on Wednesday, July 6,
2011 at Life Care Center of Waynesville, Missouri, at the age of 84. He was
one of nine children, six of which preceded him in death; two sisters: Edna
and Vernell; four brothers: Moses, Buster, Emile, and Walter.

His elementary education was at Fluker Elementary; Fluker, Louisiana and
later graduated from Kentwood High School; Kentwood, Louisiana where he
played basketball. It was no surprise that he became known for his skill at
playing basketball and his height of 6' 6” was an additional advantage to his
ability on the basketball court was discovered early in his military career as he
played on various army teams.

In 1945, Benjamin began his military career with the United States Army and
served at Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, Fort Knox, Kentucky; Fort Hood, Texas;
Fort Benning, Georgia to include two tours of duty in France; one tour in
Korea, and two tours in Germany. He ended his military career where he
started his career; Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri where he retired with honors
as a Platoon Sergeant. His military career spanned three wars: World War Il,
the Korean War, and the Vietnam War.

On July 14, 1956 Benjamin married the love of his life, Betty Jean Burton, in



Amite, Louisiana. A marriage that lasted 55 years included Betty
accompanying “Simmons” to every duty assignment thereafter; both domestic
and foreign. His retirement led them to make their home in 1967 St. Robert
and eventually, Dixon, Missouri in 1986.

After his retirement in 1967, Benjamin could be found very early in the
morning listening to his favorite jazz musician and watching his favorite
shows, the old westerns of the 50’s and 60’s. After about six months of
relaxation he was back at work, this time with the Army and Air Force
Exchange Services (AAFES) working as a mobile vendor and retired after 15
years of service.

Benjamin started his Christian journey at an early age at Fluker Chapel AME
Church in Fluker, Louisiana and later joined First Baptist Church of St. Robert;
St. Robert, Missouri where he was baptized into the faith and began a journey
of faithful membership for over 20 years until his illness. While a member at
First Baptist of St. Robert he was ordained a deacon and served well and in
the words of Paul, “...those who have served well as deacons obtain for
themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ
Jesus” (I Timothy 3:13).

Left to cherish his memory is his beloved wife of 55 years, Betty, one daughter
and son-in-law, Rev. Mattie and Rev. Wilbur Carmon of Piscataway, New
Jersey; two brothers, Joseph and Edward Simmons both of Fluker, Louisiana;
2 grandchildren, Shanel Robinson and Andrea Gray and her husband, Alex; 5
great grandchildren; Keneisha, Darryl, Naashon, Bryce and Arden, a special
niece Millie Simmons, a host of nephews, nieces, other relatives and a few
loyal and faithful friends.

Services were held at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 12, 2011 in the First Baptist
Church of St. Robert, Missouri with Rev. Bill Dudley officiating. Mrs. Cassie



Allen sang “The Anchor Holds” and “This Old House”. Ben’s granddaughters,
Ms. Shanel Robinson and Mrs. Andrea Gray sang “The Lord’s Prayer”. Ben’s
son-in-law, Rev. Wilbur Carmon read resolutions from churches and also gave
a beautiful eulogy. Several family members and friends recalled their
wonderful memories of Ben.

Burial with military honors followed in the Missouri Veterans Cemetery — Fort
Leonard Wood. Military honors were provided by the United States Army of
Fort Leonard Wood.Services were under the direction of Memorial Chapels
and Crematory of Waynesville / St. Robert.

Memorial contributions may be made in memory of Ben Simmons to the First
Baptist Church Building Fund and may be made left at the funeral home.



Previous Events
Visitation

JUL 12. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church - St. Robert
109 Church Street
St. Robert, MO

Service

JUL 12. 1:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church - St. Robert
109 Church Street
St. Robert, MO



Tribute Wall

Benjamin Simmons

January 28, 2023 at 06:53 AM
Ah yes, ncliey put, everyone.##imported-begin##Nikki##imported-
end##

September 02, 2011 at 04:23 PM
Always a good job right here. Keep rloling on through.##imported-
begint##Kristy##timported-end##

August 05, 2011 at 01:26 AM
Betty,
My condolescenses to you. | remember you and your husband
coming to Sunset Village on Sundays to pick up Minnie for church.
He always had a smile on his face. Take care of yourself and stay

strong.##timported-begin##Phyllis Jones##imported-end##

July 13, 2011 at 03:11 PM



To Rev. Mattie and family,

Know that our prayers and thoughts are with you and your family
during this time.

May God comfort and keep you in your hour of sorrow.

With Sincerest Sympathy,
Ann, Reva & Keller Robinson##imported-begin##Ann
Robinson##imported-end##

July 12, 2011 at 07:52 AM

Ms Betty:

Your "bodyguard" is now in better hand and someday you two will
be together once more. We will miss seeing you together at Cracker
Barrel.....sorry for your loss but be confident that God only give us
the burden we can carry.

Love, Ari##timported-begint##Ariadne Howell##imported-end##

July 12, 2011 at 06:29 AM
It has been a privilege to be Ben Simmons' pastor. What a blessing
it would be to have a church membership as faithful as Brother Ben.
He was often in church when he really was not physically able to

attend but his heart was at church and he was present.

Our church family will miss Brother Ben.##imported-begin##Rev.
Bill Dudley##imported-end##

July 11, 2011 at 06:38 PM



Rev. Mattie, the entire Mathis family sends our condolences to you
and your family at this sad time. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you.

Love Sis. Roslyn and Rhonda Mathis##imported-begin##Roslyn
Mathis##timported-end##

July 11, 2011 at 12:06 PM

Betty, you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.
Ginny Tanner-Richland##imported-begin##Ginny
Tanner##imported-end##

July 09, 2011 at 10:02 AM

Mrs. Simmons and family, | am so saddened to hear of Ben's
passing. Many, Many years ago | worked the run-in chef during the
summers when | was in high school and Ben was the driver...we
sure had alot of laughs and | always thought he was such a
wonderful, kind man. Your family is in my thoughts and prayers.
God Bless you all. ##timported-begin##Sheila Debo##imported-
end##

July 08, 2011 at 09:14 PM

Betty,
Ben was such a sweet, sweet man. | am sorry for your loss. He
looks so handsome in that military pic.##imported-begin##Nurse

April##timported-end##

July 07, 2011 at 10:18 PM



Ann and I, along with your church family are praying for you all. May
God comfort you in His way.##imported-begin##Pastor Dennis
Crowder and Ann##imported-end##

July 07, 2011 at 07:14 PM
So sorry for your loss Ms Betty.##imported-begin#linda

schonboki##imported-end##

July 07, 2011 at 05:47 PM

Mrs. Simmons,

Please accept my deepest condolences for your loss. | remember

your husband as a sweet, quiet man. Take good care during this

difficult time.##imported-begin##Karen Churn##imported-end##
July 07, 2011 at 09:23 AM

betty, i just wanted you to know you are in my thoughts...ben's pain

is over and he is with his father in heaven... god bless

you....##imported-begin##colleent##imported-end##

July 07, 2011 at 08:36 AM



