
SFC (Ret) Charles A. Johnston
November 23, 1943 - December 20, 2015

SFC (Ret) Charles A. Johnston, son of the late James Alva and Clara Theresa
(Chambers) Johnston, was born November 23, 1943 in St. Louis, Missouri
where he grew up. 

 

On June 21, 1969, Charles was united in marriage to Kay Irene Barnes in St.
Louis, Missouri. They shared over 47 years of marriage together and were
blessed with three sons: James, Thomas and Lance. 

 

On May 10, 1970, Charles took the oath and entered the United States Army.
He served his country faithfully until his retirement on May 10, 1991. For his
faithful service, Charles received several awards and commendations; some
of which include: National Defense Service Medal-2, Army Service Ribbon,
Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Service Medal-3, Air Assault Badge,
Combat Infantry Badge, Overseas Service Ribbon-3, Noncommissioned
Officer Professional Development Ribbon-3, Army Good Conduct Medal-7,
Army Achievement Medal, Army Commendation Medal-5, Army
Commendation Medal “V”, Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry w/Palm
(Unit) Expert Qualification Badge M-16 Rifle and Meritorious Service Medal.
He had attained the rank of Sergeant First Class. 

 

After retiring from the military, Charles worked for 4 years in VoTech and
became an excellent cabinet maker. He then worked at the Fort Leonard



Wood Commissary for a time and also worked at Missouri Highway Patrol
Headquarters in Rolla as a housekeeper and also cooking. He spent some
time as an employee at the Fort Leonard Wood Weapons Shop and was very
knowledgeable of the weapons. 

 

In his spare time, Charles enjoying being a member of the Motorbike Club and
would take every opportunity to ride his beautiful blue bike whenever he could.
He loved growing roses and trees and putting together jigsaw puzzles. Most
importantly, he treasured the times spent with his family and friends. 

 

Charles passed away Sunday, December 20, 2015 in the Harry S. Truman
Veterans Hospital of Columbia, Missouri having attained the age of 72 years.
He will be sadly missed by all those that knew and loved him. 

 

Charles leaves to cherish his memory, his wife: Kay Johnston of the home;
three sons: James Johnston (Amy) of Kansas City, MO, Thomas Johnston
(Amy) of St. James, MO and Lance Johnston of St. Robert, MO; one
granddaughter: Luna Johnston; four sisters: Patti Thompson of Springfield,
MO, Bella “Micky” DeLarenzo of Afton, MO, Sue Vasill of Piedmont, MO and
Charlotte O’Brian of St. Louis, MO; two brothers: Jim Johnston of
Jacksonville, AR and Russell Wayne Johnston of Jacksonville, AR; numerous
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

 

In addition to his parents, Charles was preceded in death by three siblings:
Tom, Rosili and Don Johnston. 

 

Services were held at 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 23, 2015 in the
Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville with Bro. Randall Duvall
officiating. Charles’ son, Thomas recalled his wonderful memories of his
father. Serving as escorts were James Johnston, Thomas Johnston, Lance
Johnston, Terry Coff, Jim Burg and A.J. 



Burial with military honors followed in the Missouri Veterans Cemetery of
Waynesville. Military honors were provided by the United States Army of Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri.



Cemetery Details

Missouri Veterans Cemetery - Fort Leonard Wood

25350 Hwy H
Waynesville, MO 65583

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 23. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville/St. Robert
202 Historic 66 W.
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com

Service

DEC 23. 1:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville/St. Robert
202 Historic 66 W.
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com
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Tribute Wall
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Memorial Chapels and Crematory - December 23, 2015 at 11:26 AM

Memorial Chapels and Crematory created a Tribute Video in
memory of SFC (Ret) Charles A. Johnston

January 28, 2023 at 06:53 AM

SFC (Ret) Charles A. Johnston

Myree Herbig - January 24, 2016 at 02:42 AM

Kay, my heart hurts for you! I'm sorry that you
have lost your husband, he was a very kind
man who loved his family!
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Memorial Chapels and Crematory - December 23, 2015 at 10:33 AM

31 files added to the album LifeTributes

Scott Neibergall - December 23, 2015 at 01:06 PM

I am sorry for your loss

PULASKI COUNTY CAMP GIDEONS - December 22, 2015 at 10:07 AM

We pray that family members and friends will
be comforted and able to share feelings with
one another during this season of
bereavement, being reassured that no matter
the trials, God Cares for each one of us.

Linda Levett - December 22, 2015 at 08:05 AM

Linda Levett lit a candle in memory of SFC
(Ret) Charles A. Johnston



MS

Marlin Stevens - December 22, 2015 at 07:06 AM

In honor and memory of his service to our
country. Prayers go out to his family and loved
ones.

 Marlin Stevens


