Joe Dean Thornsberry

March 19, 1932 - October 22, 2012

Joe Dean Thornsberry, son of the late Roy and Mabel Thornsberry, was born
March 19, 1932 in Swedeborg, Missouri. Due to Joe’s mother passing just six
short weeks after his birth, Joe was raised by Dr. C. and Monta Mallette.

On March 1, 1951, Joe was united in marriage to the love of his life,
Geraldean Marie Hedrick in Iberia, Missouri. They shared over 61 years of
marriage together and were blessed with four children: C. Joe Dean, Jerry L.,
Jeanette M. and Joyce K.

Joe was hard working. He owned and operated Crocker Conoco Service
Station for 10 years, served on the Pulaski County Commission from 1972 —
1982, Crocker School Board for 9 years, Pulaski County Republican
Committeeman for Tavern Township for 22 years and Khoury League Coach
for many years.

Joe was a very active person, both athletically and physically. While still in
high school, he was involved in sports and was a Hall of Fame Inductee for
his athletic ability. He started working on the farm at an early age. He drove
cattle from Bloodland, Missouri to Crocker, planted and harvested crops and
raised Angus cattle. He continued raising cattle and was well known and
respected throughout the county and state for his quality cattle. He was very
proud of his herd and was continually sharing his knowledge of farming to his



family and friends. His love of farming and raising cattle was not his job, but
his passion. He lived and worked not just on the farm, but for the farm, to
ensure that his sons and daughters could inherit his legacy.

His love for his wife, children and grandchildren was unlimited. He never
stopped providing love, guidance, and support no matter their age. Joe was
an active father/supporter of his children throughout their lives and often acted
as coach and mentor. His love, wisdom and many stories will be greatly
missed by his family and friends.

Joe passed away Sunday, October 21, 2012 in the Cox South Hospital of
Springfield, Missouri having attained the age of 80 years. He will be sadly
missed by all those that knew and loved him.

Joe leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife: Geraldean Thornsberry of
the home; two sons: C. Joe Dean Thornsberry (Judy) of Ballwin, MO, Jerry L.
Thornsberry (Roxane) of Crocker, MO; one daughter: Jeanette Thornsberry of
Springfield, MO; one sister: Betty Lee Sooter of Crocker, MO; one brother:
Robert M. Thornsberry (Wanda) of Swedeborg, MO; three granddaughters:
Sarah Lemons (Craig), Rebecca Schwandt, and Amanda Starnes (Jake); two
great grandchildren: Austin and Sophia Lemons; son-in-law: George H.
Schwandt; several other relatives and friends.

In addition to his parents, Joe was preceded in death by Dr. C. and Monta
Mallette (who raised him); one daughter: Joyce K. Schwandt; and one brother:
Kenneth W. Thornsberry.

Funeral services were held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, October 25, 2012 in the
First Assembly of God Church of Crocker, Missouri with Bro. Jim Burton and
Rev. Phil Duncan officiating. Dr. Max Thornsberry, Joe’s nephew, read the

obituary and recalled his wonderful memories of Joe. The congregation was



led in singing “When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder” and “When They Ring
Those Golden Bells”. Joe’s granddaughter, Rev. Rebecca Schwandt led the
congregation in saying the Lord’s Prayer. Serving as escorts were Jake
Starnes, Craig Lemons, Dennis Thornsberry, Max Thornsberry, Danny
Milligan, Danny Graves, Kris York and Randy Stroud. Serving as honorary
escort were Bud Newcomb, Bill Parker, Charles Mackney, George Schwandt,
J.T. Robert, Larry Salveter, Mike Rouse and Bud Bradshaw.

Burial followed in the Crocker Memorial Park Cemetery. Services were under
the direction of Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville / St. Robert.

Memorial contributions may be made in memory of Joe Thornsberry to the
Joyce Schwandt Memorial Library in care of the Cox Health Foundation, 3525
S. National, Suite 204, Springfield, MO 65807 or may be left at the funeral
home.



Cemetery Details

Crocker Memorial Park

Crocker, MO 65452
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Memorial Chapels and Crematory created a Tribute Video in
memory of Joe Dean Thornsberry
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Memorial Chapels and Crematory - October 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Joe Dean Thornsberry

January 28, 2023 at 06:53 AM
| am sorry to hear about Joe. He and Dad used to talk, talk cattle
when we were all little kids. | know you all have great memories.
Your Dad was a good man. God bless and keep you all. Trina

Thornsberry Higginbottom

Trina Thornsberry Higginbottom - January 25, 2013 at 12:23 PM



Dear Thornsberry Family,

So sorry to hear about Joe. | never got to thank him for some of the
great memories of my childhood. | remember going to the house
after winning a tournement in Dixon and eating all the watermelon
we could eat. What a great time. | can remember Joe being at alot
of the little league games just like my dad. What a good man.

God Bless

Keith Schneider

Keith Schneider - October 31, 2012 at 02:57 PM

Jeanette Thornsberry lit a candle in memory |

of Joe Dean Thornsberry

Jeanette Thornsberry - October 28, 2012 at 07:01 PM

Gearldean, | am so sorry about Joe. | will keep you and your family

in my prayers.

Myra Thornsberry - October 25, 2012 at 12:04 PM

I'm so sorry to hear of your Dad's passing, Joe. You and your family

are in my thoughts and prayers.

Stan Lagemann - October 24, 2012 at 10:28 PM



Jeanette and family,

We are all so sorry for your loss. May happy memories provide you
peace during this difficult time. Know that we are all here for you.
Love you-
Tracy, Mary Kay, Lilly, LaRissa, Cathy, Natalea, & Paige

Tracy Tannehill - October 24, 2012 at 08:49 AM

Mertie Jones lit a candle in memory of Joe
Dean Thornsberry

Mertie Jones - October 23, 2012 at 09:56 PM

Sarah Schwandt-Lemons lit a candle in
memory of Joe Dean Thornsberry

Sarah Schwandt-Lemons - October 23, 2012 at 04:10 PM

Joe, | am sorry for you loss. If you and your wife need anything at all
please feel free to call on me. Your father is in a better place!

-Kenny Eakens

Kenneth Eakens - October 23, 2012 at 12:47 PM



MARLIN STEVENS lit a candle in memory of ]

Joe Dean Thornsberry
AW N

MARLIN STEVENS - October 23, 2012 at 09:52 AM

So sorry for your loss, Bob and Wanda. We didn't know your
brother, but he looks just like you, Bob. If he was as committed to
the Lord as you are we can be sure he is resting in the arms of
Jesus now! May the Lord comfort you and your family with the
memories of his life well lived.

Annette M. Catts - October 23, 2012 at 12:02 AM

Tom Fennessey lit a candle in memory of Joe ]
Dean Thornsberry

Tom Fennessey - October 22, 2012 at 09:35 PM

Dennis and Maggie purchased the Love's Journe
y for the family of Joe Dean Thornsberry.

Dennis and Maggie - October 22, 2012 at 08:38 PM


https://www.memorialchapelsandcrematory.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.memorialchapelsandcrematory.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.memorialchapelsandcrematory.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Linda And George Wheeler lit a candle in B
memory of Joe Dean Thornsberry

Linda and George Wheeler - October 22, 2012 at 08:30 PM

Pamela Cox lit a candle in memory of Joe ¥
Dean Thornsberry

Pamela Cox - October 22, 2012 at 06:26 PM



