
Nellie Jo Montgomery
October 16, 1939 - November 12, 2024

Nellie Jo Montgomery, daughter of the late Arbie Allen Boatman and Itha Ida
(Hedden) Boatman, was born October 16, 1939, in West Terre Haute, Indiana
where she grew up and graduated from Valley High School with the Class of
1958. 

 

On October 11, 1959, Nellie was united in marriage to a young man who grew
up two blocks from her and whom she had known all of her life…Billy Joe
Montgomery. They shared over 51 years of marriage together and were
blessed with three children: Joseph, Gary, and Jonellie. Billy preceded Nellie
in death on May 10, 2011. 

 

Due to Billy entering the United States Army, Nellie began the life of a military
spouse and lived at different duty stations throughout Billy’s career. They were
stationed at Fort Leonard Wood, MO; Alaksa; Ft. Riley, KS; before coming
back to Fort Leonard Wood. 

 

After Billy was honorably discharged from the military, the family decided to
settle in the Waynesville area and Nellie began working at West Side Market
and for Al Lynch as a bus driver for the Waynesville R-VI School District. 

 

In her spare time, Nellie enjoyed reading, crocheting, artwork and ceramics.
She was also a member of the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary #49,



Veterans of Foreign Wars of Laquey, and the Hanson Chapter of the Eastern
Star, which she served as past Worthy Matron three times. 

 

Nellie loved spending time with her family and treasured all the times they
could spend together. 

 

Nellie passed away Tuesday, November 12, 2024, in her home in
Waynesville, having attained the age of 85 years. She will be sadly missed,
but fondly remembered by all those that knew and loved her. 

 

Nellie leaves to cherish her memory, three children: Joseph Montgomery, Sr.
(Mary) of Dresden, TN, Gary Montgomery (Jamie) of Texarkana, TX, and
Jonellie Chavis of Waynesville, MO; several grandchildren and great
grandchildren; one sister: Marjorie Ann Trench of Terre Haute, IN; other
relatives and friends. 

 

In addition to her parents and husband, Nellie was preceded in death by an
infant sister, Jean Marie Boatman and two brothers, Gary Earl Boatman and
James Paul Boatman. 

Services were held at 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 19, 2024 in the Memorial
Chapel of Waynesville, Missouri with Pastor Danny Graves officiating. The
songs "Amazing Grace", "One Day At a Time", and "Just A Closer Walk with
Thee" were played. Private family burial was held in the Missouri Veterans
Cemetery of Waynesville, Missouri. Services were under the care and
direction of Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville / St. Robert. 

Memorial contributions may be made in memory of Nellie Jo Montgomery and
may be left at Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville / St. Robert.



Cemetery Details

Missouri Veterans Cemetery - Fort Leonard Wood

25350 Hwy H
Waynesville, MO 65583

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 19. 4:00 PM.

Memorial Chapels And Crematory Of Waynesville / St. Robert

Eastern Star Service

NOV 19. 6:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville/St. Robert
202 Historic 66 W.
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com

mailto:memorialchapels@embarqmail.com


Tribute Wall

CD

Memorial Chapels and Crematory - November 20, 2024 at 02:34 PM

Memorial Chapels and Crematory created a Tribute Video in
memory of Nellie Jo Montgomery

Memorial Chapels and Crematory - November 18, 2024 at 05:09 PM

54 files added to the album LifeTributes

Colleen Daniely - November 16, 2024 at 05:34 PM

Colleen Daniely lit a candle in memory of
Nellie Montgomery
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Marge Scott - November 16, 2024 at 11:49 AM

So sorry to hear about the passing of Jo. I
remember her from our auxiliary days at the
DAV and all the good food she made. May
our Heavenly Father wrap HIS arms around
the family and bring them peace during the
trying days ahead. AMEN  Love, Marge

Stacey Tabor Richard - November 16, 2024 at 10:41 AM

She loved every one of us that Jonellie brought to her! I met her in
college. She just smiled at my silliness and made me feel accepted.
I came many years later bringing three little children and the kind of
broken heart that comes in a young marriage. She didn't even blink.
She didn't ask how long we would stay. She didn't fret about making
enough food for us all, or the expense. She just loved us. It wasn't
very long before I had the healing and strength to load up my car
with her matter-of-fact logic in my ears. :-) I'm so grateful that she
taught her daughter (and sons) that kind of strength and love. What
an amazing legacy! 
Love to you all 

 Stacey Tabor Richard

Debra A Adkins - November 16, 2024 at 10:02 AM

I remember her with the rest of the parents watching the girls play
softball. Bless you kids.
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Robin Ballhagen - November 15, 2024 at 09:11 PM

Sorry for your loss! Jo will be missed.
Thoughts and prayers!

Linda cole-schonbok - November 15, 2024 at 06:23 PM

Linda cole-schonbok sent a virtual gift in
memory of Nellie Montgomery


