
SSG (Ret) Theodore Barnett
Basford
June 22, 1937 - April 28, 2018

SSG (Ret) Theodore B. Basford, son of the late Harry Aumann and Cladith
Evelyn (Stone) Basford, was born June 22, 1937 in St. Louis, Missouri where
he grew up and attended school. 

 

Ted enlisted the United States Army and served his country faithfully for 24
years until his retirement. He started his time at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri
for basic training and also served in Georgia, Kentucky, Korea, Germany, and
served two tours in Vietnam. Ted earned several awards and commendations:
some of which include: Good Conduct Medal 3rd Award, National Defense
Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal
w/60 Device, 2 Overseas Bars, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and
Valorous Unit Award. He returned back to Fort Leonard Wood before his
retirement. 

 

On May 21, 1955, Ted was united in marriage to Barbara Jean Mann in St.
Louis, Missouri. They shared over 46 years of marriage together before she
preceded him in death on February 24, 2002. Ted and Barbara were blessed
with five children: Teddie, Thomas, Troy, Trent, and Tracie. In addition to
Barbara’s passing, Ted was preceded in death by their son, Thomas. 

 

Shortly after retiring from the military, Ted and his family moved to St. Louis for
several years and in the mid-2000s returned to the Waynesville area, where



he stayed until his passing. 
 

Ted was a hardworking man and took great pride in providing for his family.
While living in St. Louis, he worked as a safety officer at Lambert Airfield and
while in the Waynesville area, he served as a police officer for the St. Robert
Police Department and a Deputy with the Pulaski County Sherriff’s
Department. Ted also owned and operated B&B Electrical and Plumbing Co.
for several years. 

 

In his spare time, Ted enjoyed going to the casino and watching Westerns. His
greatest pleasure came from spending time with his grandchildren and also
attending family gatherings. 

 

Ted joined the Waynesville Masonic Lodge #375 AF & AM in 1969 and was a
32nd Degree Mason. He was also a member of the Abou Ben Adhem Shrine
of Springfield, Missouri, was a past Commander of the Legion of Honor and a
member of the Corvette Club. 

 

Ted passed away Saturday, April 28, 2018, in his home in Waynesville having
attained the age of 80 years. He will be sadly missed, but fondly remembered
by all those that knew and loved him. 

 

Ted leaves to cherish his memory, his four children, Teddie Ries (Mike) of
Waynesville, MO, Troy Basford of Waynesville, MO, Trent Basford (Peggy) of
Waynesville, MO, and Tracie Dery (George) of Troy, MO; thirteen
grandchildren, twenty-three great-grandchildren; a number of nieces and
nephews; and a special friend, Mildred Tate of St. Robert, MO; as well as a
host of other relatives and friends. 

 

In addition to his parents, wife and son, Ted was preceded in death by one
sister, Shirley Sutton and one grandson, Steven Ries. 



Masonic Services were held at 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 2, 2018 in the
Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville / St. Robert with Legion of
Honor services following with Chaplain Bobby Pinegar officiating. The songs
“Amazing Grace” and “How Great Thou Art” performed by Elvis Presley were
played. Serving as escorts were BJ Benton, Cecil Davis, George Valentino,
Vern Hendrix, Nick Roth, Jerry Morgan, Joey Curtman and Frank Sanchez.
Serving as honorary escorts were Mike Ries and Robert Brenner. Burial with
military honors followed in the Sunset Memorial Estates Cemetery of
Waynesville. Military honors were provided by the United States Army of Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri. 

 

Memorial contributions may be made in memory of Ted Basford to the
Shriner’s Childrens’ Hospital or the Legion of Honor and may be left at the
funeral home.



Cemetery Details

Sunset Memorial Estates Cemetery

Highway 17 South
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 2. 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville/St. Robert
202 Historic 66 W.
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com

Service

MAY 2. 1:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville/St. Robert
202 Historic 66 W.
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com
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Memorial Chapels and Crematory - May 02, 2018 at 05:00 PM

Memorial Chapels and Crematory created a Tribute Video in
memory of SSG (Ret) Theodore Barnett Basford

January 28, 2023 at 06:53 AM

SSG (Ret) Theodore Barnett Basford

Mike Gregory - June 05, 2018 at 05:27 AM

Mike Gregory lit a candle in memory of SSG
(Ret) Theodore Barnett Basford

Pulaski County Camp Gideons - May 08, 2018 at 09:44 PM

Pulaski County Camp Gideons lit a candle in
memory of SSG (Ret) Theodore Barnett
Basford
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Leslie Edwards - May 03, 2018 at 07:40 AM

Leslie Edwards lit a candle in memory of SSG
(Ret) Theodore Barnett Basford

Sheila Needs - May 02, 2018 at 11:23 AM

Ted will be missed by all who knew and loved
him. I will forever hold his memory in my
heart. He always said we were more than
friends, my family is part of his family. Thank
you Dad for your service to our country and
for all your dedication to the Shrine Hospital for Crippled Children.
You made it very apparent that your passion was very strong for our
organization. Love you and miss you so much already, RIP.

Connie Tate - May 02, 2018 at 08:48 AM

Connie Tate lit a candle in memory of SSG
(Ret) Theodore Barnett Basford
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Sandra Church - May 02, 2018 at 06:54 AM

Ted was a wonderful man with a huge heart. I
am sad that he was called home but am
grateful and honored that he was placed in
my path of life. He truly loved his family and
loved serving this community. He will be
greatly missed. ~Sandi

Cheryl and Brent Garzelli - May 01, 2018 at 08:38 PM

Cheryl And Brent Garzelli lit a candle in
memory of SSG (Ret) Theodore Barnett
Basford

Bill Mitchell - May 01, 2018 at 08:15 PM

Bill Mitchell lit a candle in memory of SSG
(Ret) Theodore Barnett Basford

John D Watkins - May 01, 2018 at 06:18 PM

TED IT WAS A PLEASURE GETTING TO KNOW WHILE WE
WERE AT FRESENIUS IN LEBANON YOU WILL BE SORELY
MISSED. JOHN (JD) WATKINS AND WIFE
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Memorial Chapels and Crematory - May 01, 2018 at 12:38 PM

182 files added to the album LifeTributes

Brenda Colmenero - May 01, 2018 at 10:45 AM

Rip uncle Ted, love you and will miss you.You
were a great man loving and caring you will
be missed by so many. Go rest in peace with
the rest of our family give them all hugs for
me.

ROBIN HOFFMAN - May 01, 2018 at 09:25 AM

ROBIN HOFFMAN lit a candle in memory of
SSG (Ret) Theodore Barnett Basford
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Sue Hayes - May 01, 2018 at 07:54 AM

So sorry for your loss. Troy, Trent and Mike
you are in Ray's and My Prayers.

Debbie Savoie, Brett and Cody Basford - April 30, 2018 at 09:32 PM

We love you PoPo. Always in our hearts. Love, Deb and Bill, Brett, 
 and Sarah, Cody and Michele


