Wanda Jean Thornsberry

January 6, 1931 - May 16, 2024

Wanda Jean (Maxey) Thornsberry was born on January 6, 1931, to Monte
Cristo and Mary Catherine (McClary) Maxey near Hannah, MO, and departed
this life on May 16, 2024, in Ozark, MO, at the age of 93 years, 4 months, and
10 days.

Wanda Jean was united in marriage to Robert Max Thornsberry, Sr. on
February 21, 1953.Their marriage was blessed with two sons, Robert Max, Jr.
and Michael Dean.

Wanda Jean began her career at the age of 16, in St. Louis, MO, employed by
the Milton Oil Company. By the time she was 18, she was the office manager.
This fact should surprise no one! She later moved and worked in the state of
California for a time, before returning to Missouri, to marry the love of her life,
Bobby. Most of her career was spent at Ft. Leonard Wood, beginning in June
of 1954 and continuing until her retirement after over 43 years of service. At
the time of her retirement, she had attained the title of Installation Supervisory
Accountant for five military bases.

After retirement, she loved to travel, and Bobby went along. They took
numerous trips, including Alaska, Greece, and from coast to coast for
weddings, visiting relatives, and cousin reunions. She also traveled to Ireland,
England and Wales, taking her granddaughter, Jessica, and on her last major



trip in 2012, traveled to Spain, France and Italy, with a group that included
several Richland area residents and her daughter-in-law, Brenda. \Wanda
Jean was 81 years old!

Her family and church family were very important to her. She was a member
of the Swedeborg Baptist Church for most of her life-nearly 70 years, and
faithfully attended and served in the church, until her move to the Baptist
Home in Ozark, MO in October 2021.

She is survived by her sons, Dr. Robert Max Thornsberry, Jr. (Brenda) of
Richland, MO and Dr. Michael Dean Thornsberry (Susan) of Poplar Bluff, MO.
Four grandchildren survive-Dr. Jonathan Thornsberry (Holli) of Ozark, MO,
Jessica Hartman (Travis) of St. Charles, MO, Melissa Oakes (Austin) of
Knoxville, TN, and Sarah Thornsberry of Knoxville, TN. Her great-
grandchildren are Jacob, Jordan (Nick), Johanna, Jensen, Stella, Margot,
Isaiah, Frankie, Joshua, Sarah Grace, and Daniel.

Also surviving are sisters Ruby Elizabeth Melton of Springfield, MO and Mary
Lee Cox of Marianna, AR, and sisters-in-law, Ruth Ann Maxey of Crocker, MO
and Candy Maxey of Plano. Texas, as well as numerous nieces, nephews,
relatives and friends.

She is preceded in death by her beloved husband of more than 61 years,
Robert “Bobby” Max Thornsberry, Sr., brothers-Monte, Jack, and Gus Maxey,
sisters-Genevieve Dawson, Frenchie Cook, and Christeen Fordyce.

Visitation will be held on May 22, 2024 at 10:00 am, with services to follow at
11:00 am, at the Swedeborg Baptist Church, Swedeborg, MO, with burial to
follow at the Bethlehem Cemetery, Swedeborg, MO.

Donations may be made in memory of Wanda Jean Thornsberry to the Free



Women'’s Center or Operation Christmas Child by writing a check to the
Cornerstone Baptist Church and designating the charity. Contributions may
also be made to Gideons International.



Cemetery Details

Bethlehem Cemetery

Richland, MO 65556

Previous Events
Visitation
MAY 22. 10:00 AM.
First Baptist Church Of Swedeborg
Funeral Service

MAY 22. 11:00 AM.

First Baptist Church Of Swedeborg
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Memorial Chapels and Crematory created a Tribute Video in
memory of Wanda Jean Thornsberry

Memorial Chapels and Crematory - May 26, 2024 at 12:10 PM

A wonderful mentor that made a positive difference in our lives. It's
hard to accept only a blink of time ago you encouraged the interns
they were “more than just their hair!”. Thank you Ms Wanda

Chris Morrison - July 24, 2024 at 05:40 AM

Sorry to hear about your loss.
Jerry and Sherry Taylor

Jerry Taylor - May 22, 2024 at 12:40 PM



69 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Memorial Chapels and Crematory - May 21, 2024 at 09:11 AM

Pamela Cox sent a virtual gift in memory of
Wanda Thornsberry
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Pamela Cox - May 20, 2024 at 07:37 AM

Gregg and Joe Maxey sent a virtual gift in
memory of Wanda Thornsberry

Gregg and Joe Maxey - May 18, 2024 at 12:11 PM

Wanda Jean was my father’s sister. Tell all we love and miss them
and will see them in God'’s time.

Gregg and Joe Maxey - May 18, 2024 at 12:10 PM



Wanda was still our Gideon Camp Auxiliary President when |
started in this ministry. She was dedicated and eager to help others
get started. It was a delight since then to see her occasionally out to
eat with her family. I'm sure she was cared for well in her later
years, and was received with open arms by Jesus in glory.

Annette Catts - May 18, 2024 at 10:37 AM

Max, Brenda & all the family, sorry to hear of your loss. | saw
Wanda occasionally when | visited my sister & bro-in-law at Baptist
Home. May God give comfort & peace to all of you. Mary Morgan

Mary Morgan - May 18, 2024 at 09:33 AM

Cornelia & Robert Dodds lit a candle in |

memory of Wanda Thornsberry

Cornelia & Robert Dodds - May 17, 2024 at 05:46 PM



