
SFC (Ret) Willis Ray Holt Sr.
December 31, 1941 - November 25, 2019

Willis Ray Holt, Sr., son of the late Melvin and Dixie Lorene (Givvens) Holt,
was born December 31, 1941 in McFadden, Arkansas. 

 

At the age of 24, Willis entered the United States Army and served his country
faithfully until his retirement in 1986. He had attained the rank of Sergeant
First Class and earned several awards and commendations; some of which
include: National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with 1 Silver
Service Stars and 3 Bronze Service Stars, Vietnam Campaign Medal with 60
Device, Bronze Star Medal with V Device and Oak Leaf Cluster, Purple Heart
with Oak Leaf Cluster, Army Achievement Medal, Combat Infantry Badge,
Parachute Badge, Non-Commissioned Officer Professional Development
Ribbon-3rd Level, Army Good Conduct Medal 6th Award, Army Service
Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon 2nd Award and Expert Qualification Badge
M-16. 

 

During his time in the military, Willis did his basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood,
attended Airborne School at Ft. Bragg, served in Vietnam in 1967 and 1970,
served in South Korea in 1974 and 1982, and Drill Instructor School at Fort
Benning. At the time of his retirement, he was stationed at Fort Leonard Wood
and he the family decided to remain in the area. 

 

On January 22, 1962, Willis was united in marriage to Bonnie Pearl Davis.



They shared over 57 years of marriage together and were blessed with one
son, Willis Ray Holt, Jr. 

 

After retiring from the military, Willis joined the police force and served as
Chief of Police in Newburg for 5 years and served as police officer in Dixon for
3 years. After retiring from the police force, Willis was able to do more of the
things that he enjoyed. He enjoyed working on cars and was a very good
mechanic along with painting cars. He loved music and recording music,
especially guitars. The one thing that was very important to him was his family.
They came first and he was always making sure that they were taken care of
and he looked forward to every time they could spend together. 

 

Willis passed away Monday, November 25, 2019 in the Lake Regional
Hospital of Osage Beach, Missouri having attained the age of 77 years, 10
months and 25 days. He will be sadly missed, but fondly remembered by all
those who knew and loved him. 

 

Willis leaves to cherish his memory, his wife: Bonnie Holt of the home; one
son: Willis Ray Holt, Jr. (Cynthia) of Bonneau, SC; three grandchildren:
Michael Miller, Tristina Dupree and Willis Ray Holt III; four siblings: Marilyn
Camden (Montie) of Festus, MO, Delmar Holt (Pat) of DeSoto, MO, Doris
Hayes (John) of Springfield, IL and Linda Miller of Festus, MO; numerous
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

 

Services were held at 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 4, 2019 in the
Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville / St. Robert with Willis’
brother-in-law, John Hayes officiating. The songs “How Great Thou Art” and
“I’ll Meet You in the Morning” were played. Serving as escorts were the United
States Army. Burial with military honors followed in the Missouri Veterans
Cemetery of Waynesville. Military honors were provided by the United States
Army of Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 



Memorial contributions may be made in memory of Willis Holt, Sr. and may be
left at the funeral home.



Cemetery Details

Missouri Veterans Cemetery - Fort Leonard Wood

25350 Hwy H
Waynesville, MO 65583

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 4. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville/St. Robert
202 Historic 66 W.
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com

Service

DEC 4. 1:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Chapels and Crematory of Waynesville/St. Robert
202 Historic 66 W.
Waynesville, MO 65583
(573) 774-6111
memorialchapels@embarqmail.com
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Albert Ortiz - February 18, 2025 at 09:09 PM

Sorry for your Loss. My Deepest condolences to you and your
Family, I’m Albert, used to see you two at Sadat’S Cafe. Margie my
wife passed 11- 1/2 years ago ( eleven and a half years ago). I live
in Springfield, Mo, so did Margie, until her Passing, August 2013.
Take Care Bonnie.

January 28, 2023 at 06:53 AM

SFC (Ret) Willis Ray Holt Sr.

Donald Cook - January 31, 2021 at 12:12 AM

Served in military together, drank coffee, did projects together on
cars, Bonnie sorry I couldn’t be there.

Linda Daniels - December 04, 2019 at 07:41 PM

I remember Ray from back in the 70's when he was in the Army with
my ex husband. We spent quite a bit of time with them. My
condolences to Bonnie and the rest of the family.

Linda Slawson - November 30, 2019 at 06:13 PM

So sorry to hear about your loss Bonnie. My thoughts and prayers
are with you and your family. Linda Slawson



PG

Pulaski County Camp Gideons - November 30, 2019 at 12:23 AM

Pulaski County Camp Gideons lit a candle in
memory of SFC (Ret) Willis Ray Holt Sr.

Jerry Morgan - November 28, 2019 at 01:54 PM

Jerry Morgan lit a candle in memory of SFC
(Ret) Willis Ray Holt Sr.


